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I].—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


“want of the 2nd May draws the attention of the 

saat eae of the Police Department to the conduct 

Misbehaviour of # police officer Of 4 police officer of Assansole who was drunk and 

of Assansole. behaved indecently towards women at a recent 
in the place. 

jatra | gay weseennte or Nf the Charu Mihir of the 2nd May communicate 

the two following cases of outrage upon women 

Outrage upon women in the in the Mymensingh district :— 
en (1) Lately one night the young sister of one 
Damu Shaikh, of Nimak Parura, near Gachihata, was forcibly taken away by 
four or five Musalmans, who committed brutal violence upon her. The woman 
was kept concealed for seven or eight days, aiter which she was left in her 
house in an unconscious condition. ‘Ihe police has succeeded in arresting two 
of the culprits, but the rest are still at large. ; 

2) Two young women of the village Betgarhi went with two little boys 
to bathe in the Brahmaputra. Night overtook the party at Kaimatthali, when 
they were attacked by some badmashes, who carried off the two females. At 
nar: ot « the threats from the neighbours induced them to let off the older 
of the two women, but not the younger. The next morning the latter was 
found on a field with blood and marks of injury all over her body. The 
relations of these two women have pocketed their injury and laid no complaint 
before the police, because their sense of honour stands in the way of their 
siving publicity to the shame of their women. 

3. The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 3rd May writes as follows :— 

The English Government is doing its best to 
protect our property, but it is not equally mindful 
of our honour. Not a week, nay, not a day, passes 
but some woman is oppressed in some way or other. Government is, of course, 
trying to remedy the evil, but more rigorous measures are needed for the 
purpose. In Mymensingh outrage upon women has become so frequent that 
female honour will not be safe in that district without the passing of some very 
stringent law. Cases of outrage upon native women by natives are few in 
number, It is Europeans who are the greatest offenders in this respect. They 
belong to the dominant race and are not adequately punished for the wrongs 
they do. This is what has made them bold. European tea-planters commit 
outrage upon cooly women. European railway employés violate native women 
in railway trains. And as for English soldiers, they are very frequently 
guilty of such oppression, The other day 12 or 14 English soldiers violated an 
elderly Burmese woman, and thereby caused her death. But the authorities 
have taken no notice of this occurrence. But the mischief is greatest when the 
protector turns destroyer. Lately a police constable and a chaprasi violated 
two Nepalse women at Jalpaiguri, and for this the former has been sentenced 
to pay fine of Rs. 50 and the latter to undergo six months’ imprisonment. 
Certainly the offenders deserved a severer punishment. It is petty Government 
servants who are often guilty of grave misdeeds. With their inflated ideas 
of their own importance they care for nobody on this wide earth. The plague 
officers, too, are availing themselves of their present opportunity to have their 
desires fulfilled. No complaint of serious oppression of women has, indeed, 
been heard against them, but they are frequently accused of rud¢ behaviour. 

4. The Sanjivani of the 4th May writes as follows :— 

_ Mymensingh has become a “ plague-spot” of 
vice and a sporting ground of the wicked. The 
local press is presenting us every week with horrid 
pictures of vice, and we are taking no common pains to draw the attention of 
the authorities to these. | 

We cannot depend upon the rulers for a redress of this evil. The 
prevalence of badmasht is a cause of anxiety to the Government, but its real 
brunt is felt by the people and the people alone, Neither the imprisonment 
nor the extirpation of these people, devoid of all attributes of humanity, will 
renies this evil, for their number is fast multiplying. Seeds of badmashi 
Biways exist in society, or badmashi could not prevail as it does. These seeds 
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must be destroyed. It is more incumbent upon the people themselves than 
upon the Government to wage war againet this badmashi. If the people do not 
bestir themselves, these demons will not be checked. 

These badmashes have not dropped all of a sudden from a different planet 
They are men belonging to the lower strata of native society and nursed in the 
bosom of that society. The number of honest men in the higher strata of village 
society is daily decreasing and the influence of the very few good men in those 
strata is small. It is no wonder if those in the lower strata of society should 
become rampant if not checked by those in the higher. We give below severa) 
causes of this increase of badmashi:— 

(1) Prevalence of luxurious tastes and vicious propensities among the 
lower classes. 

(2) Incapability of the oppressed to defend themselves and indifference 
of neighbears in the matter of giving evidence and checking 
badmashi. 

(3) The existence of a large number oi touters. 

(4) The apathy of the lawyers and their encouragement of litigation. 

(5) The inefficiency and corruption of the police. 

(6) The growing boldness of badmashes und the acquittal of the guilty 
and conviction of the innocent in consequence of the incompe- 
tence of the police. 

(7) The vicious propensities of low-class Musalmans. 

All these causes have their root in the worthlessness of the Indian people. 
Government cannot, with the aid of all its military force, banish these luxurious 
tastes from the minds of the lower classes. The higher classes should explain 
to the lower the consequences of this luxurivusness. But who is there to cure 
the lower: classes of their vicious habits? In Bengal vice is not unoftena 
companion of education and wealth. 

Poverty has unmanned the people of this country. Most of them are 
incapable of self-defence. Whether from a fear of the traps and pit-falls of the 
law courts or for some other reason the people of this country do not show 
proper alacrity in the matter of checking badmashi. If the oppressed and their 
neighbours had the courage to stand against badmashes, the latter would have 
long since been crushed, 

A class of vile blood-suckers in the shape of touters are making their liveli- 
hood in defiance of the rules of Government. It is the business of these men 
to foment litigation. Proneness to litigation is a cause of the increase of 
badmashi, as all who have any experience of village life must know without our 
telling them. Who shall say that the lawyers are not the supporters of these 
touters ? 

The police is a strange creature. This vast police force has not been 
recruited from Timbuctoo. The majority of policemen are natives of India. 
Their corruption is an obstacle in the way of justice. Admission of educated men 
in the police department has not diminished this evil. The impression is fast 
gaining ground that the chaukidar is the bosom friend of the thief. Nor is the 
popular impression altogether unfounded that the authorities are unwillmg to 
punish the police from considerations of prestige. __ 

It is not necessary to discuss the habits of the lower class Musalmans. If 
the higher classes among the Musalman community had taken proper pains to 
reform these lower classes Bengal would not have become a home of vice. 

We can only remind the Government of its duty in the matter of suppress- 
ing badmashi and checking the police, but it is not in our power to stir it to 
activity. It is the people themselves who are best fitted to suppress badmasht 
and most responsible for that work. Unless the people the:nselves do their 
duty in this matter, Government will not be able to do anything. 

d. On the 22nd April last, writes the Hitavadi of the 5th May: a 

European soldier of Dinapore kicked at the abdo- 
py Tievous hurt to a puokha cooly men of a native punkha cooly with his booted foot. 
Si mm OE This kick burst the kidney of the poor cooly, and 

he is lying in hospital in a precarious condition. 
There are Europ‘ans in whose opinion a native ought to look upon it as & 
rare good fortune if his life is put an end to by a kick from the booted foot. 
of a soldier or a bullet from his musket. Ifthe news of this fatal assault be 
true, the European offender will not most probably be held guilty of a serious 


- offence. The Judge will 
M deprived 


become accustomed to hearing of such occurrences, and the news of such 

he ie ises him 

: assaults no longer Surpreeauha tla reports a cooly case in the same 

. . a “a aa ‘Paoaanal Dasi of Chetla, a woman 

© A cooly case. re about 25, belonging to the goala a wae 

I fraudulently recruited as 4 cooly and sent up to a tea-garden in Sylhet. For 
rau 


some reason Or O 


sal ‘ta off the 
Kalinath Das, a Vaidya, living a mile o 
‘ yom “ ig ery A “the Kena Beaetl Railway. The woman +“ 0 . 
e as hace d and parents and that her fathers name is Maniram a 7 o 
3 od om Feely Datang, near Raipur. The woman, it 1s ascertaimed o 
] 


saat gg trong trot rj the 7th May returns to its discussion of its 


for a re-organization of the Bengal Police. — 
"ls idiewng table shows the police expendi- 
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| ) ho 
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her chastity. 


ther she was discharged from the-garden and has now taken 


y ee ture of Bengal, district by district :— vane 
— ——- SS = as 
Rs. 
435 188 1,01,739 
Burdwan... ” “ere ORO 91 '57°796 
: Birbhum eee 9 5 4 628 
, 1,069,688 259 107 
— 631, 680 175  —«-1,48,357 
L Midnapore. 2,631,516 8 ‘99'635 
) Hoog y 1,034,296 496 380 1, 491 
7 Howrah aon 763,625 320 342 “' 743 
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Rangpur vie sa 2,065,464 432 ain 
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Pabna vee 1,361,223 329 57 70,794 
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Tippera che ie 1,782,935 330 46 76,049 
Noakhali se ; 1,009,693 262 18 07,204 
Chittagong 1,290,167 423 73 93,163 
Patna 1,769,004 630 652 2,04,794 
Gaya 2,138,331 568 | 198 1,16,063 
Shahabad 2,063,927 449 164 1,00,840 
Saran 2,466,065 393 171 97,717 
Champaran... 1,859,465 303 51 68,679 
Muzaffarpur... 2,712,857 367 140 88,402 
Darbhanga... re 2,801,955 306 163 83,128 
Monghyr eee - 2,036,021 356 129 71,799 
Bhagalpur ; 2,132,696 $75 97 82,142 
Purnea : 1,944,658 464 105 92,1382 
Malda wii ie 814,919 243 34 §2,464 
Sonthal Parganas sie 1,754,196 357 29 89,099 
Cuttack ses : 1,937,671 456 105 84,288 
Balasore — ; 994,625 353 36 62,797 
Puri sie 944,998 330 57 63,007 
Hazaribagh : 1,164,321 437 oD 88,970 
Lohardaga 1,128,885 381 o7 79,852 
Palamau , 596,770 945 10 46,605 
Manbhum ‘wa om 1,193,328 308 44 62,947 
Singhbhum se... ‘eb 545,488 176 7 39,269 
Total 70,388,673' 17,972 5,450 42,02,898 
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Over and above this, the Railway Police, the Military Police, and the office 
of the Inspector-General of Police cost the Government Rs, 4,22,566. Of the 
police expenditure shown above, it cannot be said how much is incurred 5 
the police of the Barrackpore, Patna and Cuttack cantonments. Taking the 
cost of the sadar police to be one-fourth of that of the whole police force, the 
total expenditure incurred by the mufassal police will be about 31 lakhs 
of rupees. Let us consider the cost which is likely to be incurred if our scheme 
of re-organization 1s carried out. The following table shows the number of 
thanas into which each district is to be divided according to the new scheme :— 


District. Thana. District. Thana. 
' Burdwan sles ee 56 Chittagong : 52 
Birbhum a ia 32 Patna bes ska 71 
Bankura ‘ia er 43 Gaya bea bee 86 
Midnapore sae i ae Shahabad bai ‘es 82 
Hooghly see uc oa Saran eee oo §=s-—sO@MG 
Howrah ae ‘eu 31 Champaran sae ov 74 
24-Parganas.... cee 76 Muzaffarpur... aa 308 
Nadia ei wii 66 Darbhanga ise. oo? i 
Murshidabad ... id 50 Monghyr peer ‘a 81 
J essore one bea 76 Bhagalpur ae ive 85 
Khulna sat ‘a 47 Purnea ose “_ 78 
Rajshahi eee ‘a 52 Malda vei nas 33 
Dinajpur ee ies 62 Sonthal Parganas me 
Jalpaiguri ees oes 27 Cuttack eee a . . - 
Darjeeling oe 0 9 | Balasore or oo : 40 
Rangpur eee “oe Puri oes wo. 38 
Bogra ‘as ca 33 Hazaribagh ... oo 4 
Pabas ssa ve 55 Lohardaga ins ies 45 
Dacca bes sea 96 Palamau “ee ne 24 
Mymensingh ... we 3 Manbhum eee - «=«-:« 48 
Faridpur eee eee 46 Singhbhum ere eee 22 
Backergunge ... a 86 — 
Tippera sa cs 72 Total ... 6,440 
Noakhali eee eee 40 — 


According to our scheme, the cost of the police will be as follows :— 


Rs. 
Pay of 6,440 senior Sub-Inspectors ... sie iss, £87200 
Do. 6,440 apprentice Sub-Inspectecrs see 96,600 
Do. 25,760 Constables _ eee 1,80,320 
Total w.. 0,804,020 or 
64,14,240 annually 


Building expenditure ».. 6,44,000 


Granp Tora. wee 70,58,240 


This means an additional expenditure of 39 lakhs of rupees, but the 
Government should not grudge it, considering the extreme necessity of 
strengthening the police force. A strong police will be most conducive to the 
peace of the country, and the additional expense should be borne for the sake of 
good government, If, again, the police is re-organized on the lines suggested 
by us, the Government will be in a position to do away with the reserve police, 
and thereby make a considerable saving of expenditure. The stamp revenue 
yields the Government a large surplus, and a portion of it may be utilised 10 
meeting the proposed increase in the police expenditure. The Public Works 
Cess Fund may also be drawn upon for the purpose of building police-stations. 

8. The Prativast of the 8th May writes as follows:— 

Badmashi is at its height in Mymensingh 
C and that district verily appears to be beyond the 
pale of British rule. The Indian empire is ruled by a woman and no one 
ever dreamt that assaults could be committed with impunity upon women under 
the Queen’s Government. The rival zamindars of Mymensingh are in the 
habit of keeping professional Jathials in their pay, who are, no doubt, the caus 
of this reign of terror in that district. The Mymensingh police is notoriously 


Badmasht in Mymensingh. 
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ut down badmash: in Mymensingh the Government 
hould send a number of highly-paid police officers to 
local zamindarsto co-operate with the officials in 
eta zamindar in whose estate assaults on women 
ecial constable’ and baamashi will cease. 


the police service. To p 
should do two things. Its 
the district and compel the 
putting down badmashi. § L 


take place be made a ‘sp 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


h of the 17th April draws attention to the want of an 
eS Honorary Magistrate with first-class powers in the 


The Ranaghat Honorary Magis- Ranaghat subdivision of the Nadia district. The 
es late Babu Surendra — Pal a 8 was a 

st- [acistrate: but after his death first-c ass powers have been con- 
al a aoe " Babu Hari Das Rai, Honorary Magistrate of Santipore, has 
held that office with ability for 17 or 18 years, and he is not only an 
exceedingly good Magistrate but 1s a perfect gentieman. As most of the 
criminal cases in the Ranaghat subdivision occur in the Santipore town and 
Santipore thana, and as the journey from Santipore to Ranaghat has been 
facilitated by the opening of the new railway, the Subdivisional Officer would 
be relieved of a great portion of his criminal work if first-class powers were 
conferred on Hari Das Babu. The late Subdivisional Officer, Mr. K. C. De, 
recommended him for first-class powers, but the Government did not think 
fit to carry out his recommendation, though it saw fit to make Babu Ramani 
Mohan Mallik, Honorary Magistrate of Meherpore, and aman who did not 
read even up tothe Entrance Standard of the University and has been an 
Honorary Magistrate only for a few years, a Magistrate with first-class 
powers. It is hoped that Mr. Craven and Mr. Nanda Krishna Basu will re- 
commend Babu Hari Das Rai for first-class powers. 


10. The same paper bas learnt from some other paper that a native woman 

| | was the other day attacked in a lane in Calcutta 

: neo aaa lightly punish- by one Shaikh Ramu, a resident of Machua Bazar, 
: and was kissed, and that the man was sentenced 

to a fine of only five rupees for this serious offence. ‘The punishment has been 
toolight for the offence. Supposing the woman was only a woman of the town, 
this attempt to outrage her modesty was none the less serious. If a woman is 


violated against her will, the offence will be rape, no matter whether she is a 
prostitute or not. 


11, The Charu Mihir of the 2nd May says that Babu Bhabataran Chatter), 
Si ae , Deputy Magistrate of Mymensingh, committed a 
mensingh te OF MY- man, charged under section 352 of the Indian Penal 
Code, to hajdt because he was a few minutes late in 
making his appearance in Court when the case against him was called. The 
Sessions Judge, however, released the man on his own affidavit. The case 
being one under section 352, the Deputy Magistrate had no power to send the 
man to hajat, It isthe conduct of such Magistrates which brings discredit on 
the administration of criminal justice. 
Babu Bhabataran is not liked by the iocal bar. It is also said that 


he sometimes writes down the depositions of witnesses incorrectly. An enquiry 
ought to be made into this allegation. 


12, The Pailivasi of the 3rd May has learnt from a trustworth y source 

A fonnieh Mehta. that a Faujdari Hakim smokes on the Bench and 

sits there like a fop with garlands on. A Judicial 

Bench is, as it were, the Empress’ s throne, and to conduct oneself on it in this 
way 18 to desecrate it. The Hakim is warned against such conduct. 


13. The same paper says that great delay is taking place in the disposal 
of cases in the Court of the Subordinate Judge of 
Burdwan. Cases instituted two or three years ago 


still remain undecided. Many people are, there- 
oe’ being ruined by expenses of litigation or other causes. Over and above 
ese original suits the Subordinate Judge has to hear appeals. Government 


should, under these circumstances, appoint an Additional Subordinate Judge. 


The Court of the Subordinate 
Judge of Burdwan. 


SoM PRAKASH, 
April 17tb, 1899. 


SoM PRAKASH. 


CHARU MIHIR. 
May 2nd, 1&9. 
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14. The Sanjivant of the 4th May says that, according to the Rangpur 

Vartavaha newspaper, two Nepalese women wh 
‘were one day bathing in the river near Jalpaiguri 
were arrested by a constable and a chaprast on the charge of having cased 
themselves by the riverside, and were taken to an empty room close by, where 
they were ravished by the two men. It is said that for this offence, the cop. 
stable has been fined Rs. 50 and the chaprasi has been sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment. Certainly these were very light and inadequate punishments, 
if the guilt of the men was proved. The Lieutenant-Governor should call fo, 
the papers of the case and see that justice is done in it. Violation of female 
chastity has become an extremely common occurrence in the province, and the 
crime will not be checked if the offenders are not severely punished. 

15. One Srischandra Banerji of Bibandi in the Munshiganj subdivision 

| of the Dacca district writes as follows in defence 
ae of Maulvi Fazlal rte a Fazlal Karim in the Sanjivani of the 
4th May :— 

It is clear from your writings that you have no good opinion of the 
Maulvi. Some other papers, too, frequently write against him. One paper in 
particular has been writing against him for a long time. But it is unnecessary 
to refer to that paper as its object 1s to make a name by writing against the 
officials with or without cause. Buta nag ted of truth and justice, like you, 
should not write anything about the Maulvi without first making proper 
enquiries. 

There is a large number of respectable people in the Munshiganj subdivi- 
sion. But who, among them, has complained against the Maulvi, except at the 
instigation of the mukhtars? A memorial signed by 700 people naturally 
excites alarm. But 700 signatures can be procured from any village whatever 
in the Munshiganj subdivision. Are all those who have signed the memorial 
aware of its contents? Is it not possible for the mukhtars, who are hostile to 
the Maulvi, to procure those signatures? The people of Munshiganj are very 
prone to litigation and party quarrels. It is natural for them to persecute a 
man against whom they have a grudge. The mukhtars have been trying 
to get the Maulvi punished ever since they failed in their attempt to make 
him their puppet. So far as we know, the bulk of the residents of Munshigan} 
are satisfied with the administration of the Maulvi. Such is his judicial acumen 
that people do not now venture to institute false cases. 

The Maulvi has gained great popularity by his conduct towards the 
sufferers from the plague and the cyclone. An able and conscientions officer, 
like the Maulvi, is absolutely necessary for Munshiganj. 

16. The Basumati of the 4th May has the following :— 


The sentences in a case of rape. 


‘ea Sx Babu Nanda Lal Basak, a pleader, felt him- 
Mitra, Honorary Magistrate, Cal. self insulted and wounded at certain remarks made 
cutta. by Mr. N. N. Mitra, an Honorary Magistrate, and 


applied to the Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta, under section 197 of the Crim 
nal Procedure Code, for permission to prosecute him under section 500 of the 
Indian Penal Code. Mr. Pearson, who bent the application on the 27th April 
rejected it, making remarks which have not satisfied the public. 

The first ground on which Mr. Pearson’s decision is based, is that the 
remarks made by a Magistrate in course of a trial, however false and mall- 
cious, do not constitute an offence under the law, and it is not, therefore, 
advisable to give permission to prosecute a Magistrate for making such 
remarks, 

We have a word or two to say with reference to this. According to 
Mr. Pearson’s decision, a Magistrate, stipondiary or otherwise, may, by virtue 
of his office, insult or defame anyone with impunity. How satisfactory this! 
An Honorary Magistrate in his Court is, for the time being, above the 
law! If this decision is accepted, it will give Honorary Magistrates in the 
mufassal an opportunity to vent their spleen upon those who may incur their 
displeasure. 

Mr. Pearson has another reason for his decision. In his Opinion, @ Magis- 
trate may sometimes be compelled to make harsh and unpalatable remat 
with the honest and sincere desire of courageously serving the ends of justic®, 


and any interference with the performance of his duty may be attended with 
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ences. A specious reason, indeed! ' But if an Honorary 
ery en af ; idaenk a party in a case—and this is often the case 
the mufassal—will Mr. Pearson’s decision promote the ends of justice ? 
” The provision in the law to which Mr. Pearson refers in his decision may 
be a lieable to Magisterial remarks addressed to parties and witnesses 1n a 
case, but not to such remarks addressed to @ Darrister or a Pleader. Not to 
ak of Judges and Magistrates, even Barristers and Pleaders are often 
found making insulting remarks to. witnesses with impunity. Barristers and 
Pleaders take the liberty of saying and doing many things objectionable in 
the course of advocating the cause of their clients. But they have never been 
taken to task for doing this. Mr. Pearson’s decision fails to justify Mr. Mitter’s 


conduct. 
‘tavadi of the 5th May writes as follows :— 
cates Sent Those who signed the memorial against Maulvi 


Maulvi Fazlal Karim. Fazlal Karim have incurred bis displeasure, and he 


is dealing with them with a high hand. Here is an instance in point. One 
Noakhali Bepari left a quantity of hogla on the Baruni char in the Dacca district 
after the Baruni mé/a in which it was used was over. Abdula ur is a village in the 
Munshiganj subdivision of the Dacca district. One Taijaddi stole a quantity 
of hogla from the heap belonging to Noakhali and sold it to some people of 
Abdulapur, who did not know that the Aogla was stolen property. I'he thief 
was detected and handed over to the police who reported against him in A 
Form and hauled him up before Maulvi Fazlal Karim. Among the purchasers 
of the hogla, there were some who had signed the memorial against the Maulvi. 
The Maulvi came to know this, and at his instance, the police sent them up to 
the Subdivisional Officer. The accused were refused bail, and on their Mukhtar 
applying for the postponement of the case on the ground that he would move 
for its transfer, the Maulvi transferred it to the file of the Second Deputy 
Magistrate, Maulvi Najemuddin Saheb, who acquitted the accused for want of 
evidence. 

Another instance. One Guhur Chaukidar complained that Toorap Khan 
and others had forcibly caught fish from his tank. He cited the names of 
about 12 or 13 of his neighbours as his witnesses. He, however, produced 
none of these witnesses in Court, and yet the Maulvi fined the accused Rs, 30 
each. It is said that the case ended in this way, because some Mukhtars, who 
had signed the memorial against the Maulvi, were connected with it. One more 
instance: Babu Braja Kanta Ganguli is an intimate friend of the Maulvi. A 
case, which was struck off the file, was ordered to be restored on his application. 
in another case, however, a similar application was rejected. 

18. ‘The same paper has heard complaints against the Munsif of Satkhira. 
ns Sill ia Gane He does not punctually attend Court. He frequent- 
ly strikes off cases. He harasses parties with 

continual postponements, His manner of administering justice is alsv found 
fault with. 

19. A correspondent of the same paper complains against the Small Cause 
Court Munsif of Habiganj in Assam. He has 
issued a circular to the effect that no pleader’s 
muharrir shall be allowed to present any papers 
in Court, except in a case in which the pleader concerned is engaged in another 
Court. Even in such a case, however, the muharrir will have to submit an 
affidavit to the effect that the pleader is engaged elsewhere. This deviation 
from an established practice is causing the public great inconvenience. 

20. The Samay of the 5th May understands that Lord Curzon will bring 
an English Barrister to fill the post of Advocate- 
General, Calcutta High Court. A Barrister fresh 
from England will no doubt exercise a salutary 
influence upon the High Court Bar, but will a man, ignorant of Indian manners 
and customs, be quite fit for the Advocate-Generalship of the Calcutta High 


Court ? 
(d)\— Education, 


21. The Basumati of the 4th May complains that the inspecting pandit 
A ,, oompraiat against a circle Of the Binpur Circle in the Midnapore district is 
pandit. appropriating the fees of the Ist and 2nd classes of 


The Small Cause Court Munsif 
of Habigan). 


The post of Advocate-General, 
Calcutta High Court. 
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May 5th, 1899, 


HITAVADI. 


HITAVaDI, 


SAMAY, 
May 5th, 1899. 


BaSUMATI, 
May 4th, 1899, 


eS er 


. > * om 
a a hin thy ie ie ee ee es ce a A> ite Reger: Meat ee ee i » 
te — _ ee EE 
. - VP pees ON, a . ~ : 
~ - . > , “= = < “see r 3 ' . . - ' . ms Aa 
. Sao . re Pow 3 Ba ne sity Spe Se. - ¢ a. wien hele neat date soy Eiag a, ae eS SEPT ae . ES € ans re ~ 
Te ee nk i, eigen ee Sate eer ng ee : eee . - . oe 
: =” 7 & 
E * . — asians —— . - . , m bo: " S we % - ® n oe . 
> < ete sg ~ 
a ‘ =e ‘ _ ' “aap Ps ad 3 ‘ ae 
. Raa ae oe ele a... 7a . A © ° Oa —. 
en, . . ere s : ae by = an, 
Pte = ed ae vay “ 
° in - — : - 
~— 5 « < 
Sey ars 
rt ~~ 


ea ¥ 


0 GREE eaten 


HIITAVADI, 


May 5th, 1899. 


Dacca GAZETTE, 
May 8th, 1899. 


CHARU MIHIR, 
Muy 2nd, J&{9, 


CHARU MIHIR, 


PALLIVASI, 


May 


ora 1809 


( 314 ) 


/ 

the schools within his jurisdiction. The Inspector of Schools was applied to 
and he ordered the pandit to discontinue the objectionable practice, but hi, 

order has not been obeyed, | 

22. The Chittagong District Board, writes the Hitavadi of the 5th Ma 
ae has curtailed its educational grants to Middl, 
The Chittagong District Board’s English and Middle Vernacular schools Th. 
educational grants. ; ‘ , e 
grant to Middle English schools has been fixed at 
Rs. 20, but the aid to the Visweswari Middle English school has been reduced 
to Rs. 15. It is said that this reduction is due to the Secretary of the schoo] 
having taken part in the agitation against the Board’s proposal of the stopping 
of grants to vernacular schools. 
23. The Dacca Gazette of the 8th May considers it a great misfortune of 
Assam and her people that she does not yet possess 
a single college maintained by Government. In 
the whole Province there is only one second-class 
rivate college, and that, too, in a most miserable condition for want of help, 
‘That this should be so is no credit to the Assam Government, when it maintains 
a zilla school in every district and keeps a Director of Public Instruction, and 
when there is no end of private schools in the Province. Itis true that the 
Assam Government has provided some scholarships for Assamese boys who 
prosecute their studies further than the Entrance standard, in order to enable 
them to read in some Bengal College. But the number of such scholarships is 
extremely small considering the number of Assamese students who every year 
pass the Entrance examination, It is no easy thing for the boys who fail to 
secure scholarships to meet from their own pockets the expense of carrying on 
their studies in a distant Bengal College. It may be urged by those who are 
opposed to the establishment of a College in Assam that the absence of sufficient 
means of communication and the unhealthiness of the Province will make such 
an institution a failure. But do they really mean to say that even under the 
enlightened British Government and in this enlightened age, Assam will never 
have roads and railways and will be the perpetual home of the kélé-azar? It 
is hoped that Mr. Cotton will not listen to these men but will earn the gratitude 
of his subjects by establishing a College in the Province. 


- The question of a Government 
College in Assam, 


(e}—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


24. Referring to Mr. Baker’s reply to Babu Narendra Nath Sen’s inter- 
pellation in the Bengal Council on the subject of 
the prevalence of fever in Bengal, its cause and its 
remedy, the Charu Mihir of the 2nd May says that Mr. Baker did not take 
into consideration the poverty of the masses of Bengal, when he advised them 
to have drainage at their own expense. It is the road cess money which 
ought to be devoted to an improvement of the drainage of the Province in 
order to free it from malarial fever. 

25. A correspondent of the same paper writing from Bhandeswar in the 
Mymensingh district is sorry that the Magistrate 
has not yet taken into his consideration the petition 
- of the people of his village asking for water-supply. 
The Local Board also is quite indifferent in the matter. 

26. The Pallivasi of the 8rd May says that the Kalna Municipality with 
its limited means should not think of cairying out 
an expensive water-works scheme with a_ loan. 


Mr. Baker on malarious fever. 


Water scarci‘y in a village in 
the Mymensingh district. 


Water-works at Kalna. 


The project may, however, become an accomplished fact if the rich people of 


the subdivision come forward with their contributions. 

The Dowager Maharani of Burdwan is a pious woman and is always 
engaged in doing pious work. Her beloved hushand’s Samaj is at Kalna—a 
place which he loved and where he wished to leave some permanent memorial. 
Is it too much to expect that she will contribute a lakh of rupees to carry out 
her husband’s wish by providing a daily supply of water for ten thousand 
human beiugs ? 

_ We cannot bring ourselves to believe that the kind-hearted Raja Ban- 
Lihari Kapur will refuse to contribute Rs. 50,000 once for all for such a usefu 


work, Babus’ Dinabandhu Nandi, Kaliprasanna Sil and Upendra Chandra 
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ous Kavirayes Binod Lal Sen, Devendranath Sen, Upendra- 
h Sen may also be counted upon for smaller, though 
Let the Municipality, therefore, appeal to these 


Mallik and the fam 
nath Sen and Nagendra Nat 
handsome, contributions. 


people for help. 


97. The Basumatiof the 4th May has the following with reference to 


Mr. Baker’s reply to the Hon’ble Babu Narendra 
Nath Sen’s interpellation regarding fever mortality 
in Bengal:— 

Mr. Baker’s reply has surprised us. It 1s the bounden duty of the Govern- 
ment to save and protect the people, to keep them in good and sound health. 
The Government spent money like water for the protection of human life 
during the Bihar famine of 1874-75 and the famine in the North-Western and 
Central Provinces in 1896-97. Did the money thus spent come wholly from the 
provinces in which it was spent? Was no portion of it drawn from the State 
Exchequer, from the Imperial Treasury? No distress, no disaster, no danger 
assumes gigantic proportions all at once. It first attacks a town, then a 
district, then a province, then a whole country. A disaster, which is local in 
its origin, may soon assume a provincial character. It is the duty of the 
Government to open the public treasury for the protection of the people in all 
cases. Lakhs of rupees are being spent on the maintenance of the General 
Hospital intended for, and used by, Kuropean and Eurasian patients. Where 
does this money come from? Does it come from the public exchequer, or 
from the pockets of the Europeans and Eurasians in this country? In order to 
be trained in the principles of local self-government, we are called upon to 
impose local taxes of various denominations for various purposes. We shall 
organise Municipalities and District Boards and Local Boards. We shall have 
to bear the cost of fighting plague and malaria, to pay the police, and over 
and above this, to find money for frontier expeditions and Afghan wars, We 
do not know whether Mr. Baker felt ashamed in giving the reply, but his rep! 
has put us to shame and taken us by surprise. a 

Faridpur is a small district not very thickly populated. In this small 
district malaria carried away three lakhs and twenty-five thousand people in 
ten years. If malaria mortality goes on increasing at this rate, the district will 
be depopulated in another forty years. We Hindus, look upon these thre 
lakhs and twenty-five thousand deaths as untimely deaths beat about ‘ws 
the neglect of the Government and our own want of prudence “The » ead 
ment and the Government alone can check this high mortality. If th 
Government does not try its best to drive out malaria from the oe if t 
takes no steps to save the people, it will, no doubt incur great oe , d 
discredit and will stand convicted before God and man. We Hindus a : os 
verbially fatalists, and know how to put up with the inevitable But ‘ie 
present instance, we feel ashamed to die like worms—like mere insects —we feel 
ashamed to think of our worthlessness, to think of the Government faili ‘h 
its duty! During the Musalman rule, Bengal was the happiest pro con id 
its prosperity passed into a proverb. The Bengal villa + on =" = 
pictures of peace and prosperity and were thickly po ciated ‘Ri Id st 
eight maunds per rupee. But those days are gone ‘oh t and p se Rang i 
left the Bengal villages for ever. Gone is their ‘splendo ye gee apie 
their mirth are hushed. The howling dog and pry f tai pgs a 
manifestation, the cry of grief and mourning, the blas salnh es a oe 
funeral pyre—these are what you now see every day in oar aia : There 
is a Sanitary Commissioner to look after the lead Af of B had cea bi rh 
seems to begin and end with writing mortuar eturns Thane Pagetyploony 
advise the people on points of sanitation ‘aul a ta ad stg fe art 
measures of reform, counselled or advocated, are s tl that fe eS 
them out. The people aro already heavil tae . : a7 4 ” oe ven Corre 
is officially advocated, means further ooaehe? fe e Mee ges ny be rage' such as 
stg omg ghly demoralised, physically and ll te , ‘The Sree toe 
its strength, the eyes have lost : 
teens "este and se A auedag cae on the pg hs, poy "he Bengall 
gentleinan is but a bag of diseases. He is all ski d b . ial 

Notary At , ae 23 all skin and bone with a variety of 
0 bai pene - act ioe time of Raja Digumbar Mitter various iiaeas 
‘ e putting down of malaria, but they have never 


Malaria in Bengal. 
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been given effect to. The villages 'on both sides of the Hooghly from Ca) 

up 6 Samal re are now the pte of only the widowed, the infirm, “an 
diseased. This is known to the Government. Why does it not take steps to 
redress these grievances of the people? _ 

28. The Hitavadi of the 5th May writes as follows :— 

In any other country such heavy mortalj 
would have provoked a widespread agitation and 
loudly called for preventive measures. But Fate is against us, and we do not 
know who is responsible for this high rate of malaria mortality. The Gover. 
ment says that malaria is caused by defective drainage and insufficient water. 
supply, and it is the duty of the Local Boards, and not of the Government, to 
remove these causes of malaria. 

To tell the truth, Mr. Baker’s reply to the Hon’ble Babu Narendra Nath 
Sen’s interpellation is not to the point. According to the last Bengal Adminis. 
tration Report, “about three-fourths of the whole number of deaths from al] 
causes are ascribed to fevers.” Is Mr. Baker prepared to deny this? It may 
be true that there has been a diminution of fever mortality, but it is a serious 
state of things, nevertheless, that fever still claims three-fourths of the number 
of deaths from all causes. Is there no remedy whatever for this evil ? 

Mr. Baker says that the causes of mortality cannot be correctly ascertained 
in the mufagsal. The village chaukidar often ascribes deaths from pneumonia 
and other causes to fever. His report is often misleading, although the 
Government has no alternative, but to depend uponit. Such a confession as 
this seldom comes from the Government. We have said again and again that 
official reports are often misleading and official information often incorrect. 
But the whens has never admitted this. Will the Government stick to 
its present confession ? 

We do not, however, think that the chaukidar’s report is highly misleading, 
at least in the present instance. Malaria has, so to say, become almost consti- 
tutional in the Bengali villager, and it is not likely that the village chaukidar 
will mistake pneumonia or any other disease for malaria. Even if the chaukidar’s 
report be not always correct, it cannot be gainsaid that mortality from fever 
is exceedingly heavy in Bengal. 

The Government’s contention that malaria isa local evil and the Local 
Boards should, therefore, take steps to remove its causes, has surprised us. The 
Government would not have made such a reply as this if it had not madea 
wrong use of the Road Cess Fund, The District and the Local Boards are 
already over-burdened, and it is impossible for them to bear a fresh and heavy 
burden. Let the Government, therefore, come to the rescue of the people. 

The country in which 53,000 deaths from fever occur annually in a single 
district need not fear the plague. The Government is trying its utmost to 
stamp out the plague. Why is it so apathetic in stamping out malaria? 
Let not the Government leave the improvement of village sanitation to Local 
Boards. Let it improve drainage and water-supply in every village, and 
malaria will fly from the country. Those who are acquainted with the history 
of the Road Cess Fund and know how poor the Local Boards are, will hold 
the Government and the Government alone responsible for this tremendous 
fever mortality. 


Malaria mortality in Bengal. 


(9)}—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigalwon. 


29. The Som Prakash of the 17th April draws attention to the sufferings 
of third-class railway passengers during the three 
hottest months of April, May and June. The 
carriages not only become unbearably hot from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., but are made to carry more than the prescribed number of 
passengers, The arrangement at the stations for supplying drinking-water 
to the passengers is also sadly inadequate on all railways, there being only one 
water-supplier for the entire number of native passengers in a train. Lord 
Ripon s administration requested all Railway authorities to look to the conve- 
nience of third-class passengers. But nota single Railway Administration seems 


to have listened to His Lordship’s request. It is hoped : 
that Lord Curzon W! 
remove the grievances of third-class ne : ee 


Grievances of third-class rail- 
way passengers. 
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-ot.matter, writes the Hitavadi of the 5th May, for the 

. “consideration of the coming Railway Conference 

The coming Railway Confer- will be the extension of railway in India. The 
_ writer is not opposed to ton oe but 
; i f the construction of strategic railways on the rontiers. 
lot pir whch to ceed through thickly-populated districts, for the purpose 
of opening them up to trade and commerce. ‘The Conference should also take 


steps to redress the grievances of the third-class passengers. 


(4)— General. 


aniivant of the 4th May says that Government has entitled 
ch aan itself to veuien by ‘viline that Civilians should not 
Appointment of planters a8 accept service under zamindars or other private 
Managers of zamindaris in Bihar. = 4;yiduals. It should now make another ‘ye 
me time past indigo-planters have been appointed as managers of the 
cae of jeonsel ron, ef in Bihar. Even the Court of Wards is found 
to ignore the claims of experienced Native Managers and Deputy Magistrates 
in favour of raw planters. The writer looks to Lord Curzon and Sir John 
Woodburn for a redress of this evil. 


82. The same paper says that Mr. Badshah, the Comptroller of Postal 
Accounts, is the arbiter of the destinies of more 
Mr. Badshah, Comptroller of than athousand clerks. These clerks are almost 
Postal Accounts. : ° ° 
on the point of death on account of his oppression. 
They have less freedom than even caged birds. They cannot go downstairs 
on any business, but some peon or chaprast must accompany them. Even 
prisoners are allowed time to answer calls of nature. But not so the clerks 
under Mr. Badshah. After much writing Mr. Badshah somewhat mitigated the 
rigour of this rule. But he is said to have again made the rule as rigorous 
as ever. Mr. Badshah’s predecessor increased the office staff. Mr. Badshah is 
bent upon reducing the staff, although he is not able to devise any means of 
lessening the work. His oppression has become so great that the poor clerks 
will die, unless Government interferes on their behalf. Has Mr. Badshah 
no official superior that so much agitation in the Press is proving useless ? 


33. A correspondent of the same paper writes :— 


a On the 25th April last I arrived at the Howrah 
a ee the How- Station to travel by up Punjab Mail No. I. I was 
. greatly pained at the sight of the sufferings of 
third and intermediate class passengers. Respectable men as well as low- 
class people, the strong as well as the infirm, men as well as women, the aged 
as well as the young had to hurry pell-mell through a narrow passage, driven 
by the police. ‘his sight of the indignity and trouble suffered by our mothers, 
sisters and daughters was extremely painful to me. It is not in the power of 
anyone but an eye-witness to realise the scene. 7 
No one can, again, accompany women, children or aged or infirm people 
to the platform to assist them in getting into trains without running the risk 
of being insulted by the police. Any representation to the Station Master 
or the Chief Plague Examiner on the point is of no avail whatever. I had 
intended to travel intermediate class. But after the sight I witnessed I was 
compelled to travel by second class at a greater cost. An English doctor came 
up, felt my pulse, and waa off in a moment. 
separate passage should be provided for intermediate class passengers 
and for female passengers in particular, and the friends and relatives of weak 


and infirm people should be allowed to accompany them to the platform to 
assist them in getting into trains. 


34. The Pratikar of the 5th May has the following :— 


We are sorry to notice in the English rul 
Se Pr aaa y to notice in the English rulers 
na te iad tel ia Gi ueeae — of these days a want of that sympathy with natives 
by evincing which the founders of British rule 


in this country maintained their national reputation. In those days an English 
indigo-planter was tried before the Sadar Dewani Adalat on a charge of 
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oppressing a native. In passing a severe sentence upon the accused o 
the J xe of the Court etdpeean him as follows :— oe 

“We will fulfil the object of our residence in this country by doing rood 
to its people. We boast that we are more civilised, educated, just and kind 
than the natives. We should make our pretensions good by vur practice, Jf 
you go on sullying the English name by oppression of natives, it is better that 
you should leave this country.” 

Indeed, the English rulers of those days were so anxious to maintain the 
good name of England that no European then dared to touch a hair on a natiye’s 
head. A notification was published in 1821 under the Marquis of Hastings 
to the effect that any European whatever who oppressed a native should be 
sent back to England. We therefore find that if 4 European only beat a 
native in those days, he was expelled from the country. It need hardly be 
said that, but for the display of such nobleness the founders of British ‘mle 
could not have fascinated the Bengalis and become the masters of all India with 
their aid. 

Fifty years after the publication of the notification referred to above, 
the Prince of Wales paid a visit to this country. Coming to know of the 
oppressious which are committed by Europeans upon natives, the kind-hearted 
Prince asked the then Viceroy, Lord Lytton, to put a stop to them. One 
Mr. Fuller having been let off with a fine of Rs. 30 only for killing a native 
punkha-puller with a kick, Lord Lytton published a minute stating that, in 
the absence of a strict administration of justice, Europeans escaped almost 
scot-free after committing the grossest oppression upon natives, and passed a 
severe law with a view to put a stop to such oppression. 

It is astonishing to compare the present with the past. Time was when 
a European was banished if he only beat a native, but 50 years after that 
a European escaped with a nominal punishment after killing a native. 

Hundreds of cases of such oppression have taken place under Lord 
Dufferin, Lord Lansdowne and Lord Elgin, but these have not found a place 
in their reports. Formerly, Europeans used to be expelled from India for 
committing the slightest oppression upon natives. It is utterly impossible that 
such a rule should be made now; it would be madness to expect sucha rule 
to be passed. We do not therefore venture to make such an unreasonable 
request. But Government should see that Europeans do not escape scot-free 
after committing gross oppression upon natives. We hope that our rulers 
will practise those virtues, on the practice of which the foundations of British 
rule lie firm and immoveable. 


ITI.—LecIsiative. 


30. Lhe Som Prakash of the 10th April writes as foilows :— 

The increasing import of beet sugar into this 
country led to the closing up of many sugar 
factories in India. Complaints against this state of things reached the Govern- 
ment, and it found on enquiry that the indigenous sugar industry had 
received a severe blow from the importation of bounty-fed sugar. Lord Curzon, 
with the view of protecting indigenous sugar against bounty-fed sugar, has 
passed the Sugar Duty Act and has thereby conferred a lasting benefit upon the 
country. He has shown great courage by passing the measure in the teeth of 
European opposition. 

The following facts culled from the Education Gazette may be of benefit 
to those interested in the manufacture of sugar :— 


‘‘In India, as in other countries, there are two classes of sugar factories. 
One class manufacture coarse sugar and the other class refine this coarse sugar. 
Formerly sugar was refined in India not with the help of machinery. But of 
late, machinery has been introduced, and there are several sugar factories 1n 
India which retine sugar with its help. Most of these factories are in the hands 
of Europeans. | 

Beet sugar has given a death-blow to the coarse Indian sugar. The 
manufacture of this coarse, or what is called raw (kuncha) sugar, will never 
revive—no, even though the Sugar Duty Act has been passed. Formerly coarse 
sugar used to be exported from India to European countries, but these countries 
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m beet, and there is now no European demand for 


aw sugar. The manufacture of raw sugar can prosper only 
“pre - iasgpasied indiscriminately on all sugar refined by machinery, and 


ir pri artificially enhanced. . 
we ae pctv ig given fm sugar manufacturers, but this bounty is 


by the Government, but by the merchants and traders. This 
last ts hates in commercial circles as mett. The rate of the duty imposed 
on bounty-fed sugar does not raise its price sufficiently high, and it will still 


successfully compete with raw Indian sugar.” 


; tavadi of the 5th May has the following : — ae 
~ See The pat Meret ye of the Calcutta Municipal Bill to 


The Calcutta Municipal Bill a8 the Bengal Legislative Council caused @ panic in 
amended by the Select Committee. 4), public mind, and neither discussion and criti- 
cism, nor the amendments introduced into the Bill by the Select Committee 
have allayed that panic. It is our firm conviction that the Bill in the shape in 
which it has come out of the Select Committee will not remove the causes of the 
panic and anxiety in the public mind. ; 

The Select Committee has made many alterations, but it has not inter- 
fered with the provisions relating to the constitution of the Calcutta Munici- 
pality. It must be admitted that the Committee has taken the objections to the 
Bill into its consideration, and has given effect to not a few of the changes 
demanded by the public. But still we cannot say that the Select Committee 
has done us any good. Satisfactory changes have been made in the sections 
relating to the building of houses, disposal of dead bodies and water-supply, 
but the underlying principles of the Bill have not been interfered with. ‘T'he 
Commissioners, that is, the representatives of the people will have no voice in 
the appointment of municipal officers, spending of municipal money, contract- 
ing of loans, or collection of municipal rates. It is true that the Commissioners 
have been given the power of revising the decisions of the General Committee 
and that their decision is to be final. But this power granted to the Commis- 
sioners is only in name, as the Government has been given the power of 
vetoing the decisions of the Commissioners. In our opinion therefore the 
minute of dissent recorded by the Hon’ble Babus Narendra Nath Sen and 
Surendranath Banerji is quite fair and reasonable. 

The section in the Bill most objectionable to us is that relating to the 
remuneration of the members of the General Committee. A member of the 
General Committee will be entitled to a fee for each meeting he attends. This 
means that the rate-payers will be saddled with an additional and unnecessary 
expenditure. Why this proposal of paying a fee to a Commissioner for his 
attendance in a meeting in a country in which there is no want of conscientious 
and dutiful persons willing to serve as Municipal Commissioners without an 
remuneration? ‘The proposal, if carried out, will only induce worthless people 
to stand as candidates for Municipal Commissionerships in municipal elections. 
None of the existing Commissioners expect, or are willing to take, fees and, as 
a class, they are all able and hardworking. It is, therefore, highly injudicious 
to make this proposal of remuneration for the benefit of European traders and 
merchants. 

_ There is another objectionable section in the Bill. So long the Commis- 
sioners have had the power to fix the pay of the Chairman. ‘They are now 
going to be deprived of that power. The Chairmen of the Calcutts Municipa- 
lity have never complained of being poorly paid, and we fail to understand 
why this objectionable proposal has been made. 

: Let us hope that the winute of dissent recorded by the Hon’ble Babus 
Narendra N ath Sen and Surendranath Banerji will induce the Lieutenant- 
Governor to give the public a further opportunity of discussing tlie Bill. 

37. The Samay of the 5th May has the following :— 

The Calcutta Municipal Bill as The Select C ommittee have removed from the 
amended by the SelectCommittee. Calcutta Municipal Bill the objectionable sections 
ae relating to the building of houses, supply of water 
and registration of births and deaths, and have introduced in their place 
Shanes to which no objection can be taken, The Committee have not, 
SO wOTe, interfered with the first and foremost section in the Bill, which will 

ave the effect of cutting local self-government at its root by depriving the 
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mmissioners of all executive powers and vesting those powers in the G 

fae the Chairman, and the Government. The Bill, as amended te he 
Select Committee, will, if passed, make the Commissioners mere Puppets or 
ornamental figure-heads. All that oe will have the power to do will be to 
discuss and pass the budget and make allotments of expenditure. A new 
section has, however, been introduced in the Bill which invests the Govern. 
ment with the power of revising or vetoing the decisions of the Municipal 
Commissioners. The Government will have the power to compel the Com. 
missioners to spend more than they can afford to spend and to borrow money 
or enhance taxation for that purpose. The decisions of the Government in 4!) 
such cases will be final. It is thus clear that the Bill proposes to di prive the 
Commissioners of even every semblance of power. 

The Bill in its original shape proposed tu abolish the post of Vice-Chair. 
man. ‘The Select Committee have not gone so far. But they have made the 
Vice-Chairman completely dependent on and subservient to the Chairman. 
They have also proposed to curtail the pay of the post, The Commissioners 
have been deprived of the power to appoint the Chairman and the Vice-Chair. 
man. Theappointment of the Chairman andthe Vice-Chairman will hence. 
forward be entirely at the disposal of the Government. The Chairman and the 
Vice-Chairman will thus be made completely independent of the Commis. 
sioners. 

The original Bill contained provisions for paying the members of the 
General Committee for their attendance in the meetings of the General or the 
Sub-Committee. The Select Committee have not only not interfered with 
these provisions, but have made them much more acceptable to the members 
of the General Committee. ‘These provisions will unnecessarily increase 
municipal expenditure. 


‘The Select Committee,” we read in the introduction to their report, 
‘have considered the representations made by public bodies and public meet- 
ings.” This statement is, however, contradicted by two of the members of 
the Select Committee, the Hon’ble Babus Narendra Nath Sen and Surendranath 
Banerji, who write as follows in their minute of dissent :— 

‘In the marginal note attached to the first paragraph of the Select Com- 
mittee’s Report, we have a statement showing the public bodies and the public 
meetings which have discussed the Bill, and it will be found that the bulk of 
the opinion expressed by them is distinctly opposed to the important consti- 
tutional changes proposed in it. It will thus be seen that, despite the distinct 
mandate of the Government of India that the representations from the public 
were to receive careful and attentive consideration, their views with regard to 
the constitutional changes proposed have received scant attention at the hands 
of the Select Committee.” 


38. The Prativasi of the 8th May writes as follows :— 


The Calcutta Municipality prayed the Liev- 
Bocas, a ma hs a ee tenant-Governor to allow it to send two members to 
Le the Bengal Council this yeer. The Lieutenant- 
Governor is sorry that the law does. not allow him 
to grant the prayer of the Calcutta Municipality, but he has kindly allowed the 
municipalities of the Presidency, instead of the Dacca Division, to elect a 
member, thus giving a Commissioner of the Calcutta Municipality the chance 
of being elected. Under this arrangement both Babu Surendranath Banerji 
and Babu Narendra Nath Sen will have the chance of being re-elected and of 
taking part in the discussion of the Calcutta Municipal Kill in the Council. 
Sir John Woodburn has, in various ways, laid us under a deep obligation—an 
obligation which it is impossible for us to repay. 


VI.—MiIscELLANEOUS, 


39. The Som Prakash of the 10th April writes as follows:— 
In the opinion of some Anglo-Indians and their 
organs, native newspapers and educated natives 


| look upon European Civilians as their eye-sore, 
and they consider it their duty to find fault with them. Nothing could be 


more erroneous or ill-founded than this opinion. Native papers and educated 
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natives are, no doubt, against tyrannical and geo Civilians, but they are 
always grateful to those Civilians who treat the people well. One such Civi- 
lian is Mr. Geidt, District Magistrate of Nadia, who is going on a long fur- 
lough. He has tried his best to promote the welfare of his district. He never 
hated natives, but always looked upon educated natives as his friends. The 
Nadia community held a public meeting in the hall of the Krishnagar 
Charity School to bid adieu to him. In this meeting all sections of the com- 
munity were represented, and the chair was occupied by Pandit Ajitnath 
Nyayaratna, who said that the Indians were proverbially a loyal people and 
were always grateful to the Civilians who treated them kindly. Mr. Geidt, in 
reply, heartily thanked the Nadia public and feelingly testified to the fact that 
the natives knew how to appreciate kind treatment and to be grateful to the 
Civilians who did them a good turn. He repudiated the idea that educated 
natives did not love the Civilians, 
40. The Chinsura Vartavah« of the 30th April contains the following :— 
With the Indians the Sovereign is an object 
The Indian Press and its de- of worship. They consider it a sin even to speak 
eT against the Sovereign, and they believe that sacrific- 
ing one’s life for the sake of his Soveriegn is a means of translating himself 
to heaven, With so much affection and reverence for the Sovereign, the 
Indians are naturally pained if anybody suspects their loyalty. It is because 
the Indians have an innocent mind that they tell freely what they feel instead 
of concealing their sentiments. Their enemies seek to profit by this, and 
— a perverse construction on their complaints, say bad things against 
them. 

One soothing word from your lips makes us forget all our miseries; 2 
grain of your sympathy fills our hearts with delight and gratitude. If you 
suspect even such men as we are, whose is the blame, yours or ours? It is true 
we point out people’s faults when we find them. But do you think it is a 
pleasure to us to do so? Duty compels us to do it, but we do it with a heavy 
heart. On the other hand, none are so glad as we are to have an opportunity 
of praising other people. We have set the noble English character before us 
for imitation, and we never fear to tell the truth. 

You can never say that we have at any time unjustly censured anybody. 

Nor are you unaware that we have always praised you for your good qualities 
and thus expressed to you our gratitude. If the Indian Press points out 
official vagaries and oppressions, it also showers praise on the officials who 
deserve it. See, how young and old, male and female are in one voice praising 
Sir. John Woodburn and Lord Curzon. Do you know the secret of such 
praise? Itis this: few Lieutenant-Governors treated the people of Bengal 
with so much affection as Sir John Woodburn is treating them. It is his 
kindness which has re-assured them even in a time like this when plague is 
raging in the Province. As Sir John Woodburn’s words and dot have 
ht a - a ba people of Bengal, so has Lord Curzon’s expres- 
ae ympathy and aifection inspired all India with a new life and a fresh 
41. The Samay of the 5th May writes as follows, with reference to the 

question of paying pensions to literary men :-- 

We learn from Indian history and literature 
that Jiterary men were encouraged and assisted by the kings in days gon 
by. The Brahmin youth, as soon as he finished his education, used . - 
pose a few lines of poetry and go to the king for a reward. The merit of 
a at yr ty judged by the Sabha pandit or the poet Laureate. ‘To tell 
i My ndian rajas and zamindars have always encouraged literature and 

rary men. In England, too, the Government grants pensions to disti 
guished literary men. Will not the British Government encourage lit au 
oon Bs India because they do not write anything of merit in English ae 
or Babu Surendra Nath Banerjce’s contention that it was too late this year 

to raise the question of pensions to literary men, let us only sa that 

allotment for this purpose may be made from thi ’s educati ji l oa 

The Fon’bla Mei is years educational grant, _ 
MP 2 ne e Member who raised the question in the Legislative Council, 
ment has oo hae sthelbery nae ee indigent poets, simply because the Govern- 
claims of Indian literary men. Rewarding 
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literary men with pensions is not the same thing as the giving of alms t, 
beggars. , 
42. The same paper has the following:— 
Lord Curzon has proposed to erect a memorial 
_The proposed Blackhole memo- of the Blackhole massacre in the place where 
ass Sir Ashley Eden’s statue now stands. We cannot 
support this proposal. The object, of course, of erecting the memorial ma 
be innocent enough, but we fail to perceive the necessity or usefulness of such 
a memorial. Such a memorial is most likely to be fraught with evil congo. 
quences. It will no doubt have the effect of blowing into a blaze the dyin 
embers of racial animosity and keeping that fire continually burning. Opinion 
moreover, differs as to the authenticity of the Blackhole massacre, and Orme end 
other distinguished historians have denied that such an event ever took place. 
No incontrovertible evidence has so far been put forward to prove that 146 
English prisoners were really confined in a small room and suffocated to 
death. To unprejudiced common-sense, this story of the Blackhole massacre 
appears like a myth invented by the officers of the East India Company to 
justify their taking up arms against Siraj-ud-Daulah. What is, then, the 
necessity of keeping a sad memory perpetually fresh in the public mind ? 
43. The Prativast of the 8th May bas the following :— 
The leading newspapers in India have 
; —— of the people sypported the Sugar Duty Act on the ground that 
gic, it will benefit the Indian agriculturist. But did 
they ever take the trouble to consult the opinion of the sugarcane cultivators 
and the native confectioners? Did anybody come forward to ascertain the 
present condition of sugarcane cultivation, to enquire whether this cultivation 
has been declining or growing, and if declining, what is the cause of the 
decline? Did the leaders of the country try to ascertain why beet sugar has 
become so popular with the native confectioners and whether any other kind of 
sugar will serve their purpose equally well? Did they ever consult the native 
sugar merchants on the comparative merits of imported and indigenous sugar 
and the demand for each? If not, what is the value of this chorus of praise? 
Now that the sugar measure is passed, the native confectioners, the native 
gentry, and the native aristocracy, all complain that it has increased their 
expenditure. But when the measure was introduced in the Legislative Council, 
the leaders of the country raised a chorus of applause and exultation and gave 
the public to understand that, if passed, the measure would confer a lasting 
benefit upon the people. It is easy to carry on political agitation and draft 
Congress Resolutions without stirring an inch from Calcutta, because the condition 
of the middle-classes is well known to our agitators. Butif you wish to pro- 
mote the welfare of the raiyats, if you wish to do good to the masses, you must 
go out and study their condition in their own dwellings. It is not an easy 
thing to be a spokesman of the people. It requires unparallelled self-sacrifice, 
untiring labour to be the people’s representative. But our leaders have no com: 
mon interests, no sympathies with the people. The masses are illiterate. They 
do not understand local self-government. They do not appreciate the value of 
the Indian National Congress. ‘They are not fit for political agitation. They 
do till the soil. If the rains are copious, they get a bountiful crop. Ifthe rains 
fail, they starve. Crushed under a burden of debt and ill-treated by their credi- 
tors, they believe that they have been born to suffer and to mourn, To tell the 
truth, the Indian raiyat has no confidence in the official, and he is not intelli- 
gent enough to perceive that it isthe intention of the Government to promote 
his welfare, and not to injure his interests. It is only when the children of 
the raiyuts will be educated enough to represent the interests of their class to 
the Government that there will be some chance of their welfare being pre- 
moted. In England, agriculturists are represented by agriculturists, land- 
owners by land-owners, and merchants by merchants. Not so in India, where the 
pleader poses as the spokesman of the agriculturist, the zamindar as the 
spokesman of the raiyat, the official as the spokesman of the merchant. 50 
long as the masses are not educated and so long as they do not understand their 
own interests and are not able to advocate their own cause, not even the 


noisiest agitation will raise the country one inch from the depth of its 
degradation. 
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tie of the8th May writes as follows:— 
44. The Dacca Gaze -~ tay He y ag Do cong  e 


Mr. Beatson-Bell as akind and Backergunge, a8 a noble-minded man, is now known 
sympathising Englishman. to all. He endeared yw A. ro fee -y 
oge during the late outbreaks of plague in Siddhakati and Abhayanil. 
Serpiyioe the eo of the needy and making gifts to the poor are his every- 
day acts. Some schoolboys were one day playing on the maidan in front of 
his house, when one of them fell ill with an ant fit. Mr. Bell saw this, and 
instantly ran to the boy’s help and nursed him till he somewhat recovered. He 
to his relations. 

sai How aaey Kagiso in India are capable of showing so much humanity 
and large-heartedness? Very true is the remark of the Barisal Hitarshi that 
the people of India would have known no misery or grievance if everybody 
belonging to the ruling race had been as sympathetic and generous towards the 
subject people as Mr. Beatson-Bell. All praise to you, Mr. Beatson-Bell! May 


God shower his blessings on your head. 


Usgiya PAPERS. 


45. The Samvadvahika of the 16th February regrets to notice that about 
13 men were carried off by cholera in Remna, 
a station situated at a distance of about six miles 
from Balasore, and observes that the local authorities must do something to 
revent its spread in any direction, The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 22nd 
Pobrnany makes a similar observation. 
46, The same paper takes favourable notice of Lala Sadhu Charan Rai, 
Officiating Sub-Inspector of police, Jallesore, in 
yin able Gub-Inspector in the istrict Balasore, He has brought a certain number 
sci of dacoits residing in that thana to justice. 
47, The Utkal Dipika of the 18th February is of opinion that the appoint- 
_ ment of a Hindu Assistant Manager to look after 
aie management of the Purl the inner working of the Puri temple under the 
European Manager of the Puri Raja will remove 
the complaints of many, who object to the entertainment of a European officer 
by the Raja. 
48, ‘I'he same paper has information that a large number of men died of 
: a _ small-pox in Bhuvaneswar, Kapileswar and Sunder- 
ee mortality inthe Puri narain the Puri district, and observes that steps 
should be taken to prevent further mortality on 
that account. 
49. The Uriyaand Navasamvad of the 22nd February speaks ,highly of 
Lord Curzon’s Convocation 22° Umiversity speech of His Excellency the 
speech, Viceroy and Governor-General, and hopes that 
| something will be done in His Excellency’s time 
to improve the education of the country. 
00. The sume paper reports death from 
cholera in Kanpur in Bhadrak subdivision of the 
Balasore district. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengah Translator. 


Cholera near Balasore. 


_ Death from cholera in the 
Balasore district. 


Bencatt TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 13th May, 1899. 


¥ H, G.-~Reg. No. 861C —77<]7 5-99, 


Dacca GaZETTE, 
May 8th, 1899. 


SAMVADVAHIKA, 
Feb, 16th, 1899. 


SAMVADVAHIKA, 


UTKALDIPIKA, 


Feb, 18th 1899, 


UTKALDIPIKa. 


URIYA AND 
NAvVASAMVAD 


Feb. 22nd 1899. 


URIYa AND 
N AVASAMVAD. 


we eee ee ee ee 


. + i 
- > aes : : ~ien ; —_— < . " : aa Sy ~ Soy bea 
“ — — 
o .* = 
cecal a ae Ee y i> " . Se 
, : > * er — he > “ 
Ee Ba A UF | - 
= a SO Pa ose. es % a . + “jl al ‘ aed 
ogee verte release) LC. oe TE rergeerng ans oocey a ; aie : . e. ; . ait. ne s 
Rit noe” 3 . 4 , 


ae 
— 


— -_ 
— 
ye: ae a ee 
a . 
_ 
— 7 


» 


Aggro 2 
ape sen 
>be = a 


u ¥ oo. 
- ae See Se ee SLL a> Pte 
$ ~ sexes = atte — ee 


~y + 
. —— 
, at 
= ~ "ee, onnt 
ns oe 
» ~* 
a 4 


Sot so ~~ 


ba ae te 
peter FSG ees 
+ AES Sess. 


be See 


iy Saath ea a, 


— 
“s : 
. i R “ a rr , 
_— _ naam eo . c Lt — “4 
“ . 2 “ “ ve _ - : 
84 hae BEC a = 7? , ‘ m.. 
a , » 
7 . : » = " . = - vaZ — . . 
. ee > _ oray oo ae a <3 - -_ . Bers _ - e 7 
- = P ¥ - _ iy rod “ . a _ . wt ‘ 
7 : ‘ . : : = 
“ a 0 : . 4 J : 3 . a art : - ; ; Sn 4 i, 
v “ ove Lor - 
« LFW OAS pine POE Fy, 


=; Yew ee + UN Fak oie! i —) as . 


